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HOME PROGRAM: Practicing Word-finding/Utilizing Circumlocution, Mid-Complex #1 
 

Listed are example words to role-play for practicing circumlocution as a technique when word-finding 
difficulties arise in conversations. See “HANDOUT-ABLE: Word-finding/Utilizing Circumlocution as a 
Compensatory Strategy.”  

CIRCUMLOCUTION = an expressive language compensatory strategy to aid individuals who exhibit word-
finding difficulties in conversational contexts. This technique involves: 1. Identification that a word-finding 
difficulty event is occurring; 2. Verbalizations occur to perform the following for the target/intended word: 
define, describe, provide examples of what the word is, and provide examples of what the word is not. 3. A 
continuation of these verbalizations occur until the target word is produced or until the person who is the 
listener understands the gist of the message. The circumlocution process involves “talking around the word” 
when a word cannot “be found” during conversations and allows for a continuation of the relay of 
wants/needs. 4. This allows for communications to remain fluid rather than halting due to word-finding 
difficulties. This fluidity of language avoids awkwardness, frustration or other uncomfortable emotions for the 
speaker and/or listener. 

 
• Cell phone 
• Birthday 
• Ceiling fan 
• Love 
• Income 
• Jumpsuit 
• Network 
• Thief 
• Elephant 
• Suffer 
• Printer 
• Demand 
• Application 
• Pressure 
• Mind-set 
• Suffer 
• Willingness 
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• Honest 
• Change 
• Church 
• Smart 
• Excuse 
• Brainstorm 
• Welding 
• Tools 
• Computer 
• Power 
• Answer 
• Treadmill 
• Beast 
• Employment 
• Abandoned 
• Today 
• Lose 
• Wedding 
• Degree 
• Routine 
• Information 
• Neighborhood 
• Pillow 
• Explore 
• Access 
• Business 
• Bank account 
• Justice 
• Extraordinary 
• Multi-million 
• Sacrifice 
• Choice 
• Pregnancy 
• Excited 
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